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Dear students, parents and carers, 

It has been an exciting start to the new academic year in Post-19. We have welcomed 9 new students to 

the service, who have all settled into their classes and programmes. It has been a pleasure to get to 

know each of them and see the progress they are making.  

In September we also welcomed some new faces to the leadership team. Katie Moriarty joined the 

service as our Hammersmith Hub Supervisor. Katie has worked within the field of ABA for 9 years and is 

passionate about achieving the best possible outcomes for our students. We were also joined by Charlie 

Feigen. Charlie is well known to many of our families, previously working as an Instructor in 

BeyondAutism Schools. Charlie has joined the Wandsworth Hub team as an Instructor, supporting 

Russell Irving as Supervisor.  

Our Therapy Team has also grown, to reflect the growth in student numbers. Our Therapy Team is led 

by Tom Bailey, as Head of Therapies. Tom has a wealth of experience, working in the sector for over 14 

years. He will be delivering our Speech and Language provision in the Hammersmith Hub. He also 

leads a team that includes: 

 Laura Maasland, Speech and Language Therapist, Wandsworth Hub 

 Taylor Christensen, Occupational Therapist, Wandsworth Hub 

 Jess Calder, Occupational Therapist, Hammersmith Hub 

Our biggest news this term has been the opening of our new site in Wandsworth. Our Wandsworth Hub 

opened on the 25th November 2019. It provides a high-quality environment for our students and staff to 

work together. The bright, open plan space offers several spaces for direct teaching, including a kitchen 

area, gym equipment and meeting space. It’s close location to Wandsworth Town, means the staff and 

students have the opportunity to access a wide range of community amenities and essential resourses.  

There have been many highlights this term, including exciting trips to the Imperial War Museum, 

birthday celebrations, and a unique workshop from a local business called Petit-Miracles!  

Thank you to everyone who donated items for our Foodbank Collection. This has now been passed onto 

our local foodbank and will reach families before the holidays begin.   

Thank you to everyone who has supported the service this term. I hope you have a relaxing and 

enjoyable Christmas break and I look forward to seeing you in the new year! 

Kind regards, 

 

 

David Anthony 

Head of Post-19 



Term Dates  

Spring 2020 

INSET days 6th to 7th January 

Term starts: Wednesday 8th January 

Half Term: Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 

Term Ends: Friday 3rd April  

Summer 2020 

Term starts: Monday 20th April 

Bank Holiday: Friday 8th May 

Half Term: Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 

INSET day Friday 19th June 

Term Ends: Tuesday 21st July at 12:30pm 

Staffing update 

David Anthony, Head of Post-19  

Sofia Rey, ABA Consultant 

Francesca Sharkey, Post-19 Administrator   

Wandsworth Hub 

Russell Irving, ABA Supervisor 

Charlie Feigen, ABA Instructor 

Laura Maasland, Speech and Language Therapist 

Taylor Christensen, Occupational Therapist 

Hammersmith Hub 

Katie Moriarty, ABA Supervisor, Hammersmith 

Lisa Curtin, ABA Instructor, Hammersmith 

Tom Bailey, Head of Therapists and Speech and 

Language Therapist  

Jess Calder, Occupational Therapist 

Leaving this term: 

Thank you to Ryan Nosworthy, Paul Libson and 

Stephen Amaranath who will be leaving at the end of 

this term. Thank you for all your hard work in 

supporting our students.   
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News and updates 

You can keep up to date with all the latest 

Post-19 news as well as general charity 

updates by following us on social media and 

visiting our website: 

beyondautism-post19.org.uk 

Petit Miracles Workshop 

In September some of our Post-19 learners took part in a workshop held by Petit Miracles. They are a 

charity that reduce unemployment primarily through provision of training and work experience around 

craft and DIY amongst other things. 

The group, based in Shepherd’s Bush, came along to the hub and ran an iPad stand decorating session 

for the students. Students worked on their individual iPad holders which they now use regularly. There 

are plans for more workshops in the future. 

https://www.petitmiracles.org.uk/


The Out There Art Fair 

For the last couple of years one of our 

students has attended an art studio 

(ActionSpace) every week. She has a 

real passion for art which comes out in 

her work. At the beginning of December 

she had her artwork selected for 

display at an exhibition in Holborn. The 

colourful piece was chosen for The Out There Art Fair’s 

exhibition Patterns of My Mind, the exhibition which had a 

selection of artwork from over fifty ActionSpace artists.  

What’s more, the piece was sold on the day! This is a 

fantastic achievement and we can’t wait to see where her 

art will take her next. 

Halloween 

In October the students got into 

the Halloween spirit and tried 

out pumpkin carving. Everyone 

enjoyed the activity, particularly 

the sensory aspects of  

the pumpkins. 

 

Kratu the therapy dog 

We had our first visit from Kratu the therapy 

dog. We will be working with Kratu to build 

exposure to animals for our students. 

This will help to build tolerance for those that 

are uncomfortable around animals and teach 

appropriate ways of interacting with them. 

On his first visit most of the students 

interacted with Kratu in some way and got to 

know the dog. 
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Diwali 

To celebrate Diwali, the students 

took part in a day of activities. 

They watched videos explaining 

Diwali before getting involved in a 

number of crafts from making salt  

dough diva candle holders and 

creating Mandala patterns and 

firework paintings. 

Christmas 

With the term drawing 

to a close, students 

have been getting 

involved in festive 

activities. Some 

students have been 

decorating the tree at 

the Hammersmith Hub 

and a few students 

went on a trip to see the 

Christmas market at Westfield. They 

enjoyed walking around and looking at the 

different stalls. 
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A word from the charity 

Tracie Linehan, CEO 

Wow, what a busy and exciting autumn term! We submitted our applications to the Department of 

Education for two of the proposed special free schools, one in Kingston and one in Newham. 

Unfortunately, the selection process has ceased due to all government departments being in political 

purdah on the run up to the general election; we can expect to hear more in the new year. 

Early Years continues to go from strength to strength with over 30 families accessing the service since 

September and the launch of the school readiness group. This service relies on fundraised income, so 

that it is free to families; Pippa and Mike are doing a fantastic job ensuring that the service is sustainable. 

We have successfully welcomed 16 new pupils at Park House School and 3 new pupils at Tram House 

School. As you may know, Jon Ascot (Head of Tram House School) is leaving us at the end of December. 

We have a new school leadership team structure starting in January, led by Kieran Bird as the Executive 

Head of BeyondAutism Schools with Rich LeRoy leading Park House School and Emma Price leading 

Tram House School; they make up the schools’ executive leadership team. They will be supported by the 

schools’ Senior Leadership Team (Karen Talty, Chloe Jorgenson, Tom Bailey and Michelle Frangos). 

BeyondAutism Post-19 launched its second hub in November and now has 17 learners accessing the 

service across London – each young adult is pursuing their “ideal week”, in their own community 

underpinned by just enough support and the teaching of key skills to ensure independence, choice  

and control.  

Keep your eyes open for the launch of the research and learning hub! 

I hope you have a lovely break over the festive season and look forward to seeing you in 2020. 

Recent funding successes and updates 

Digital appeal  

This term we launched a digital appeal to keep our Early Years’ service free for those that need to access 

it most. Thank you to everyone that liked, commented, and shared the posts; and thank you, of course, to 

all those that generously donated to the appeal. Funded entirely by donations, the service 

simply would not exist without the generosity of our supporters. Each donation is 

appreciated and helps us to ensure the longevity of the project. 

Challenge events 

At the start of term, three brave trekkers (Emily Hicks, Louise Wade, and Carl 

Busby) took on the epic 25k Thames Bridges Trek across central London and raised 

a staggering £2380 between them. This was then followed by the Royal Parks Half 

Marathon in October. The combined BeyondAutism team (Lucy White, Elizabeth 

Ide, Andrew Mulholland and Team Fox: David Fox, Jaz Wall, Nicola Stanley, Matt 

LeBlanc, Luciann Flynn, Hannah Stokes, James Secker, Edwina Watson, and David 

Tovey) raised an incredible total of just over £9,500! We are indebted to you and all 

those that are willing to take on challenges to raise funds to support BeyondAutism.  
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Services fundraising   

We’re delighted to have been donated a fully accessible 17-seater 

minibus from Dennis Wise in the Community. The minibus will 

provide access to a wider choice of activities and save us a 

significant amount of money on transport costs. We are actively 

looking for volunteer drivers so let us know if you know anyone who 

may be interested! 

£8,000 has been raised so that the Therapy Team 

could purchase a number of ProLoQuo licenses and 

tablets and access to new Augmentative and Alternative Communication technology. 

Thank you to Eaton House the Manor, The Embassy of Man and Heilco Van der Ploeg ’s 

Marathon sponsorship for their contributions towards these critical resources.  

We’ve been awarded £7,600 by Sport England to purchase fully-accessible bikes across 

the BeyondAutism services. These will be bought over the Christmas period and will be 

ready for the pupils to use in the New Year! 

 

Events 

Thank you to everyone that attended David Hogan’s ‘Hogie’s Heroes: 

an Exclusive Sale of Celebrity photos’ in support of BeyondAutism - we 

had a fantastic turn out! We would like to thank David Hogan again for 

his generosity; to Marion Morgan and Karen Sorab for organising the 

day and for everyone at Richard Ward Hair and Metro Spa for the use 

of their fantastic venue.  

We would like to thank Rebound 

Gaming Hall, on Garratt Lane, for 

their continued support for our 

charity and look forward to 

retaining our ‘Charity of the Year’ 

status – watch this space for an 

exciting event in the New Year.  

Thank you to the parents that have donated towards Staff 

Appreciation; these donations will be given to the staff committee to 

spend on wellbeing initiatives and social events for staff throughout 

the year.  

Please save the date for the Annual BeyondAutism Quiz 2020 – 30th 

April 2020.  

 

Everyone at BeyondAutism wishes you a restful festive period and we look forward to 

seeing you in the new year! 


